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March 1939 insisted that Hitler should revise his attitude
towards Russia and should strive for a pact of friendship
with the Soviet. General von Brauchitsch clearly recognised
that after the unprovoked attack on Czechoslovakia a conflict
with the Western Powers was in the long run unavoidable.
He wished to prevent Germany in the imminent world
war once more having to conduct a campaign on two
fronts. This could not have been avoided if such an
English, French and Russian rapprochement had been
brought about as was under consideration in London and
Paris at that time.
Since Hitler, after twenty years of most violent attack on
the Soviets, could not very well enter into direct negotiations
with Stalin without more ado, he intended that Herr von
Papen, that tried intriguer, should be of service to him
in the neutral post of ambassador to Turkey. The idea
was to clear the obvious obstacles to the Russo-German
rapprochement out of the way. Simultaneously, Graf von
der Schulenburg, the German Ambassador in Moscow, was
to test feeling in the same direction. The negotiations over
the Russo-German trade agreement were also to provide a
preliminary step to political approach.
At that interview with Hitler which he had on i8th April
1939, Papen received precise instructions as to how far he
was to go in his dealings with Russia. It is most unusual
for the President and Chancellor of the Reich to give a
newly appointed ambassador or envoy an audience lasting ^
several hours. The obvious conclusion was that von Papen's
post as ambassador at Ankara was bound up with other
more important duties.
Just at that time the German Government was pursuing
a very active policy in the Near East, especially in Arabia
and Palestine, and it was assumed that Papen was to busy
himself with inciting the Arabs against the British Empire.
A Veek after his interview with Hitler, Papen left Ger-
many. He arrived at Istanbul on 27th April, and at Ankara
on 3oth April. And so Papen returned, in an, unexpectedly
high position, to the Asia Minor from whence he had fled